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Year 1
Curriculum Overview ï Summer

MathsWritingReading
In Summer 1, Year 1 pupils develop 
confidence with multiplication and division, 
building on their understanding of sharing and 
grouping. Children explore equal groups, 
arrays and repeated addition using practical 
equipment and visual models, helping them 
understand what these operations mean 
rather than memorising facts. Pupils then 
deepen their understanding of fractions, 
recognising halves and quarters of shapes and 
quantities. Through hands-on activities, 
children learn that fractions must be equal 
parts and begin to connect fractions to sharing 
and division. A key focus of the term is 
position and direction. Children use 
mathematical language to describe 
movement, including turns, directions and 
routes. They practise using terms such as left, 
right, forwards and backwards, developing 
spatial awareness. Towards the end of the 
term, children explore time, learning to tell the 
time to the hour and half past. They sequence 
events, use time vocabulary and recognise 
how time is measured in everyday life. 
Throughout Summer 1, lessons are practical, 
discussion-based and visual. Pupils are 
encouraged to explain their thinking, use 
mathematical language and build confidence. 

In Summer 1, Year 1 pupils develop 
confidence in writing through traditional tales 
and simple non-fiction. Children retell familiar 
fairy tales using patterned language, 
descriptive noun phrases and simple 
sentence structures. They practise using 
capital letters, full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks accurately, and begin to 
choose vocabulary carefully.

Oral rehearsal supports children in planning 
their ideas before writing. Teachers model 
writing step by step, helping pupils apply 
grammar such as adjectives, conjunctions 
and prepositional phrases. Children reread 
their work and make simple improvements.

Later in the term, pupils write a 
non-chronological report linked to Science 
(Plants), learning how to organise information 
and write factual sentences. An independent 
write allows children to show what they can 
do on their own. Spelling and handwriting 
continue to be developed through Spelling 
Shed and Letterjoin.

During the Summer Term, Year 1 children 
continue to develop their phonics and reading 
skills through carefully matched Big Cat 
reading texts that closely align with their 
growing phonics knowledge. Daily phonics 
sessions focus on consolidating previously 
taught sounds and alternative graphemes, 
supporting children to read with increasing 
confidence, accuracy and fluency.

Children apply their phonics skills when 
reading Big Cat books, using decoding 
strategies to tackle tricky words and alien 
(nonsense) words, helping to strengthen their 
understanding of soundтletter 
correspondence. Alongside this, pupils 
complete age-appropriate comprehension 
questions, encouraging them to retrieve 
information, make simple inferences and talk 
confidently about what they have read.

Regular opportunities for rereading familiar 
texts help to build fluency and expression, 
while guided reading activities support 
children to explain their thinking and develop a 
love of reading. This structured approach 
ensures children are well prepared for the 
phonics screening check and lifelong reading 
success.
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This term, Year 1 will explore plants. Children 
will learn what plants need to grow and will 
carry out a simple investigation by planting 
cress seeds. They will identify the main parts of 
plants and understand their functions, learn 
how plants spread seeds, and compare 
deciduous and evergreen trees. Pupils will also 
find out which parts of plants we eat, before 
bringing their learning together in a final report.

ѡEƻĲƖǃЮ9őŔũĬЮ9ċŰЮÉőŔŰĲѢ

Year 1 will explore how music can represent 
stories, animals and environments. Children will 
listen to orchestral music such as The Flight of 
the Bumblebee and explore soundscapes. They 
will use voices and percussion to recreate 
ƚŸƨŰĬƚЯШƓĲƖŉŸƖůШċШƓŔĲĦĲШŔŰƚƓŔƖĲĬШĤǃШìĲќƖĲШ]ŸŔŰŊШ
on a Bear Hunt, and learn how to practise, 
perform and evaluate music together.

Year 1 will learn about Sanatana Dharma 
ыcŔŰĬƨŔƚůьШĤǃШĲǂƓũŸƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰШљìőŸШŔƚШ
God to SanatanisењШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰШƽŔũũШĤĲШŔŰƣƖŸĬƨĦĲĬШ
to key ideas about Hindu beliefs, including 
different ways Hindus understand God. They 
will learn through stories, images and 
discussion, helping them recognise similarities 
and differences between their own experiences.

Children learn about families, friendships and a 
sense of belonging. They explore what makes a 
good friend and show kindness to themselves 
and others. Pupils discuss people who help 
them, understand personal boundaries such as 
physical contact preferences, and learn to 
recognise and celebrate special relationships in 
a safe, age-appropriate way.

Year 1 pupils will focus on Digital Writing. 
Children will learn how to use a computer to 
create and edit text, practising typing, spacing 
and formatting. They will compare digital 
writing with handwritten work and learn how 
technology can be used effectively to present 
ideas neatly and clearly for different purposes.

This term, Year 1 will focus on Dodgeball and 
Rugby Fundamentals. Children will develop 
throwing, catching and evasion skills, learning 
how to work safely with others. They will begin 
to understand simple rules, teamwork and 
spatial awareness, while building confidence, 
agility and enjoyment in competitive but 
inclusive activities.

Year 1 will explore how paintings can tell us 
about life in the past. Children will study 
artworks by Hogarth, Cassatt and Bruegel, 
focusing on portraits of children and scenes. 
They will build skills, experiment with 
watercolours and explore poses through 
drawing. Pupils will finish by creating a version 
of a portrait using collage techniques.

Geography
This term, Year 1 will explore the world we live in. 
Children will learn the names and locations of 
the seven continents and the oceans, using 
maps and globes. They will discover the 
importance of oceans for life on Earth and learn 
about the poles and the equator. Pupils will 
explore different landscapes such as 
rainforests, deserts and grasslands, finishing by 
locating continents and oceans on a world map.
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Year 2
Curriculum Overview ï Summer 1

MathsWritingReading
During Summer 1, Year 2 pupils complete two 
key outcomes: a traditional narrative and a 
non-chronological report. Children write their 
own Just So story, focusing on story structure, 
descriptive vocabulary and sentence variety. 
Grammar teaching includes conjunctions, 
adverbs and accurate use of tense.

Teachers model writing clearly, showing how 
ideas are planned, drafted and improved. Talk 
and drama help children understand 
characters and settings. Pupils practise 
editing their work to improve clarity and 
accuracy.

Later, children write a non-chronological 
report linked to their narrative, learning to 
organise facts under headings and use 
present tense consistently. Independent 
ƽƖŔƣŔŰŊШĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣĲƚШƓƨƓŔũƚќШŊƖŸƽŔŰŊШ
confidence, while spelling and handwriting 
support fluency and presentation.

During Summer 1, Year 2 pupils extend their 
understanding of fractions, focusing on 
halves, quarters and thirds. Children find 
fractions of shapes and amounts and begin to 
reason about equivalence using visual 
models such as bar models and number 
lines. Pupils then develop fluency with time, 
learning to tell the time to five-minute 
intervals. They explore the relationship 
between hours and minutes, compare 
durations and solve simple time problems 
linked to daily routines. A significant part of 
the term focuses on measurement, including 
mass, capacity and temperature. Children 
use standard units, make comparisons and 
solve practical problems, reinforcing 
mathematical language and real-world 
application. Children also work with 
statistics, learning how to collect, organise 
and interpret data using tallies and 
pictograms. They ask and answer questions 
about data, building early reasoning skills. 
Across the term, pupils continue to practise 
arithmetic skills and apply learning in a range 
of contexts. The focus on explanation and 
reasoning ensures children develop 
confidence and understanding, supporting a 
smooth transition into Summer 2 and Key 
Stage 2 learning.

In the Summer term, Year 2 pupils develop 
comprehension and enjoyment of reading 
ƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲШƚőċƖĲĬШĦũċƚƚШƣĲǂƣШ]ĲŸƖŊĲќƚШ
Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl. Teaching 
focuses on building understanding across the 
National Curriculum Reading Domains, with 
increasing confidence.

Pupils practise retrieval by locating key details 
about characters, settings and events. This 
supports developing inference, where children 
ĲǂƓũŸƖĲШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖƚќШċĦƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШĤĲőċƻŔŸƨƖЯШ
particularly George and Grandma, using clues 
from the story.

A strong emphasis is placed on vocabulary, 
with pupils exploring ambitious and playful 
ũċŰŊƨċŊĲШƣǃƓŔĦċũШŸŉШÅŸċũĬШ?ċőũќƚШƽƖŔƣŔŰŊЮШ
Children discuss the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and how word choice adds humour.

Prediction is developed through discussion, 
encouraging pupils to anticipate events as the 
story unfolds. Pupils also practise sequencing 
and summarising, retelling key events in order 
and identifying important moments.
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In Year 2, pupils will learn about materials and 
their properties. They will explore why different 
materials are used for different purposes and 
discover how Velcro was invented. Children will 
be introduced to the idea that everything is 
made of particles and that scientists use 
microscopes to study materials. They will 
investigate solids and liquids before applying 
their learning by designing a garden for the 
school.

ѡEƻĲƖǃЮ9őŔũĬЮ9ċŰЮÉőŔŰĲѢ

Year 2 will explore music that tells a story, 
focusing on the orchestral piece Night Ferry by 
Anna Clyne. Children will learn about motifs, 
rhythm and texture, sing rounds, and compose 
music to represent a boat journey through a 
storm. They will perform and evaluate their own 
compositions, developing confidence, teamwork 
and listening skills.

Pupils will explore history painting through myths 
and storytelling. They will study artworks 
depicting the story of Theseus and the Minotaur, 
learning how artists show characters, settings 
and emotions. Children will then focus on 
ÂŔĦċƚƚŸќƚШ~ŔŰŸƣċƨƖШƽŸƖťЯШĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШŸƽŰШ
mixed media artworks combining drawing and 
collage. 

Pupils will explore Buddhism, focusing on the 
ƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰШљìőǃШŔƚШƣőĲШƚƣŸƖǃШŸŉШƣőĲШ7ƨĬĬőċШ
ŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШƣŸШƚŸůĲШ7ƨĬĬőŔƚƣƚењШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰШƽŔũũШ
learn about the life of Siddhartha Gautama and 
key events that shaped Buddhist beliefs. They 
will consider how stories can teach important 
lessons about kindness, choices and living a 
good life.

Year 2 focuses on understanding different types 
of families and developing positive friendships. 
Children learn about trust, appreciation, 
resolving conflict and setting boundaries. They 
explore secrets, how to seek help when 
worried, and how to show care and respect. 
Pupils also reflect on what makes a good friend 
and how relationships can change over time.

Year 2 will explore Digital Music. Pupils will use 
computers to experiment with rhythm and 
melody, learning how sounds can be created, 
changed and combined digitally. They will plan 
and make a simple musical composition and 
reflect on how technology can be used 
creatively to produce and improve music.

Year 2 pupils will take part in Dodgeball and 
Football Fundamentals. They will practise 
throwing, catching, kicking and controlling a 
ball, while learning about teamwork, 
communication and fair play. Lessons support 
the development of coordination, agility and 
confidence, helping children apply skills in 
games situations.

Geography
Pupils will study Northern Europe. They will 
locate countries and capital cities, explore 
physical features such as fjords and forests, and 
learn about human features including bridges 
and ports. Children will compare climates, use 
climate graphs, and learn how people and 
animals adapt to colder environments. They will 
also study migration and explore famous 
journeys, building confidence in using maps and 
geographical vocabulary.
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Year 3
Curriculum Overview ï Summer 1

MathsWritingReading
In Summer 1, Year 3 pupils write a story from 
another culture and a persuasive leaflet. 
Children study a warning tale, such as Stone 
Trolls, and write their own version, focusing on 
atmosphere, description and clear structure.

Grammar teaching focuses on multi-clause 
sentences, adverbials and conjunctions. 
Pupils learn to plan writing in sections and 
select precise vocabulary for effect.

Later, pupils write a persuasive leaflet, often 
linked to Geography, learning how to organise 
information, use persuasive language and 
consider audience and purpose. Independent 
writing and editing help pupils apply grammar 
and punctuation confidently, preparing them 
for more complex writing tasks.

In Summer 1, Year 3 pupils focus on fractions, 
developing understanding beyond simple parts 
of shapes. Children learn to find fractions of 
quantities, recognise equivalent fractions and 
place fractions on a number line, using visual 
representations to support reasoning. 

The term also includes work on money, where 
pupils add and subtract amounts, calculate 
change and solve real-life problems. This helps 
children apply number skills in meaningful 
contexts.

A key focus is time, with pupils learning to tell 
the time accurately to the minute using 
analogue clocks. They calculate durations and 
solve problems involving start and end times.

Children explore shape, identifying properties of 
2D and 3D shapes, recognising right angles and 
using correct mathematical vocabulary. They 
compare shapes and explain similarities and 
differences.

Throughout Summer 1, pupils are encouraged 
to reason, explain methods and apply skills 
independently. The emphasis on fluency, 
reasoning and problem-solving prepares 
children well for more complex work in Summer 
2.

In the Summer term, Year 3 pupils build 
confidence and comprehension through study 
of texts such as The Iron Man and The Wild 
Robot. Teaching focuses on securing the 
National Curriculum Reading Domains, with 
increasing independence.

Pupils practise retrieval by locating key 
information and using evidence accurately. 
This supports developing inference, where 
ƓƨƓŔũƚШĲǂƓũċŔŰШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖƚќШƣőŸƨŊőƣƚШċŰĬШ
actions using clues from the text. Teachers 
model how to justify answers clearly.

A strong emphasis is placed on vocabulary, 
helping pupils explore unfamiliar language 
and understand how word choice affects 
meaning. Prediction is developed through 
discussion, encouraging pupils to make and 
refine predictions as narratives unfold.

Pupils also practise summarising and 
sequencing, identifying key events and 
explaining how stories develop.

Pupils begin to explore authorial choices, 
discussing why authors choose particular 
language or events.
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Year 3 will focus on Western Europe. Pupils will 
locate countries and explore physical and 
human features using maps. They will learn 
about temperate climates, trade between 
countries, and how geography links to historical 
events. Children will study France in detail and 
compare Paris with London. Through map work, 
data reading and writing tasks, pupils will 
deepen their understanding of how location, 
climate and trade shape places.

This term, Year 3 will explore power, law and 
leadership in medieval England. Pupils will 
learn about Henry II and the development of 
Common Law, the conflict between Henry II 
and Thomas Becket, and the significance of 
7ĲĦťĲƣќƚШůƨƖĬĲƖЮШÑőĲǃШƽŔũũШƚƣƨĬǃШÅŔĦőċƖĬШƣőĲШ
Lionheart and the Crusades, King John and the 
Magna Carta, and Henry III and the beginnings 
of Parliament.

Year 3 will focus on flowering plants. Pupils will 
learn about the different parts of plants and 
their functions and discover what botanists do. 
They will explore what plants need to thrive, 
how water is transported within plants, and 
how plants reproduce through pollination and 
seed dispersal. This learning will be brought 
together in an assessment answering the 
question of how flowering plants reproduce.

ѡEƻĲƖǃЮ9őŔũĬЮ9ċŰЮÉőŔŰĲѢ

In Year 3, pupils will study how music creates 
mood and tells a story through A Night on the 
Bare Mountain. They will explore motifs, 
dynamics, tempo and structure, using voices, 
body percussion and instruments. Children will 
read simple notation, combine musical ideas 
into a performance, and develop ensemble 
skills through rehearsal and evaluation.

Year 3 will focus on architecture and sculpture. 
Pupils will study the Parthenon, learning about 
its design, history and the debate surrounding 
the Parthenon Marbles. They will explore 
symmetry and create clay relief sculptures. 
Children will then study Antoni Gaudí, 
discovering how nature inspired his unusual 
designs.

This term, Year 3 will study Sanatana Dharma, 
ċƚťŔŰŊШљìőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШĤĲƚƣШƽċǃШŉŸƖШċШÉċŰċƣċŰŔШƣŸШ
ũĲċĬШċШŊŸŸĬШũŔŉĲењШÂƨƓŔũƚШƽŔũũШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШcŔŰĬƨШ
beliefs about duty (dharma), actions (karma) 
and devotion. They will learn how beliefs 
influence daily life and behaviour, making links 
between religious teachings and positive 
values such as respect and responsibility.

Pupils explore family roles, friendships and 
how relationships affect others. They learn 
about negotiation, managing conflict and 
staying safe online. Children understand 
different family experiences, develop 
empathy, and learn how their actions and 
choices impact relationships within their 
community.

Pupils will study Desktop Publishing. Children 
will learn how to create documents for specific 
purposes by combining text, images and layout 
features. They will develop skills in editing, 
formatting and design, considering how visual 
choices affect meaning, clarity and impact 
when presenting information digitally.

Year 3 will focus on Rounders and Athletics this 
term. Pupils will develop striking and fielding 
skills, learn basic rules of rounders, and practise 
running, jumping and throwing in athletics 
activities. Lessons aim to improve technique, 
stamina and teamwork while encouraging 
children to challenge themselves and celebrate 
progress.
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Year 4
Curriculum Overview ï Summer 1

MathsWritingReading
During Summer 1, Year 4 pupils produce a 
themed narrative and a discussion text. In 
their narrative, inspired by The King Who 
Banned the Dark, pupils focus on 
atmosphere, character development and 
sentence control.

Grammar teaching includes fronted 
adverbials, expanded noun phrases, pronoun 
cohesion and accurate speech punctuation. 
Pupils plan, draft and edit with increasing 
independence.

In the discussion unit, pupils explore themes 
such as whether animals should be kept in 
zoos. They learn to present balanced 
arguments using formal language and clear 
structure. Independent writing tasks 
ƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőĲŰШƓƨƓŔũƚќШĦŸŰŉŔĬĲŰĦĲШċŰĬШƓƖĲƓċƖĲШ
them for Upper Key Stage 2 expectations.

In Summer 1, Year 4 pupils develop their 
understanding of decimals, recognising tenths 
and hundredths, comparing and ordering 
decimals, and making links between fractions 
and decimals. Practical contexts such as 
money and measure help deepen 
understanding.

Pupils also focus on time, converting between 
units and solving real-life problems involving 
durations. Accuracy and clear explanation are 
emphasised.

A major topic is geometry, particularly angles. 
Children identify, compare and classify 
angles, recognising acute, obtuse and right 
angles. They build confidence using precise 
mathematical language and reasoning.

Pupils also work with statistics, interpreting 
bar charts and line graphs, answering 
increasingly complex questions and drawing 
conclusions from data.

ÉƨůůĲƖШΝШƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőĲŰƚШƓƨƓŔũƚќШċĤŔũŔƣǃШƣŸШůċťĲШ
connections across topics and apply 
knowledge independently, ensuring secure 
understanding before moving into more 
advanced reasoning in Summer 2.

During the Summer term, Year 4 pupils 
deepen comprehension through texts such as 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and The 
Land of Roar. Teaching builds securely across 
the National Curriculum Reading Domains, 
with emphasis on explanation and reasoning.

Pupils strengthen retrieval by selecting 
precise evidence. This supports deeper 
ŔŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШċƚШƓƨƓŔũƚШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖƚќШ
motivations and changes across a text. Pupils 
justify ideas clearly using evidence.

Vocabulary remains a key focus. Pupils 
explore ambitious language and figurative 
expressions, explaining how authors create 
mood and atmosphere, supporting 
understanding of authorial intent.

Prediction and summarising are developed 
further, with pupils tracking themes and key 
moments across longer texts. Attention is 
also given to structure and organisation.

By the end of the term, Year 4 pupils 
demonstrate growing maturity and 
confidence as readers.
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In Year 4, pupils will study Britain in the 17th 
century and how the power of the monarchy 
changed. They will learn about key events 
including the English Civil War, the Gunpowder 
Plot, the Great Fire of London and the Glorious 
Revolution. Children will study figures such as 
Charles I, Oliver Cromwell, and William and 
Mary, using historical sources to explore 
different viewpoints and understand cause and 
consequence.

This term, Year 4 will study states of matter 
through the water cycle. Pupils will learn about 
solids, liquids and gases and how water 
changes state. They will explore evaporation, 
condensation, precipitation and the formation 
of clouds. Children will then bring all stages 
together to understand the complete water 
cycle, explaining how water changes as it 
moves through each stage.

ѡEƻĲƖǃЮ9őŔũĬЮ9ċŰЮÉőŔŰĲѢ

This term, Year 4 will study London and the 
South East of England. Pupils will learn what a 
region is and explore key cities and coastal 
features. They will discover the importance of 
the River Thames, study historic places such as 
Canterbury, and examine seaside towns like 
Brighton. Children will learn about ports 
through Dover and the White Cliffs, building 
skills in map reading, labelling, and 
geographical description.

Year 4 will study music that represents marching 
and power, inspired by The Pines of the Appian 
Way. Children will explore ostinato, crescendo 
and rhythm, linking music to Roman history and 
film music. They will compare composers 
including Respighi, John Williams and Holst, and 
perform a structured marching composition as 
an ensemble.

Pupils will explore art from the Byzantine 
Empire. Pupils will study mosaics from Hagia 
Sophia and Ravenna, learning about pattern, 
symbolism and religious art. They will create 
their own Byzantine style designs using 
watercolour and metallic paint and produce 
mosaic portraits showing careful use of colour 
and tone. 

Year 4 pupils will focus on Buddhism, 
ĲǂƓũŸƖŔŰŊШљìőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШĤĲƚƣШƽċǃШŉŸƖШċШ7ƨĬĬőŔƚƣШ
ƣŸШũĲċĬШċШŊŸŸĬШũŔŉĲењШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰШƽŔũũШũĲċƖŰШċĤŸƨƣШ
key Buddhist teachings such as the Eightfold 
Path and mindfulness. They will reflect on how 
beliefs guide actions and help people make 
thoughtful choices in everyday life.

Year 4 explores friendships in more depth, 
including group dynamics, falling out and 
making up. Pupils learn how relationships 
change over time and discuss respect, caring 
relationships and expressing feelings. The unit 
promotes kindness, appreciation and 
compassion towards others.

Year 4 pupils will focus on Photo Editing. They 
will learn how to manipulate digital images 
using editing tools, such as cropping and 
adjusting colours. Children will reflect on how 
images can be changed for different purposes 
and evaluate whether their edits meet the 
intended aim, building critical thinking about 
digital media.

In Summer 1, Year 4 pupils will study Cricket 
and Dance. Children will learn batting, bowling 
and fielding skills in cricket, along with rules and 
teamwork. In dance, they will explore 
movement, rhythm and expression, creating 
sequences and performing with control, 
creativity and confidence.
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Year 5
Curriculum Overview ï Summer 1

MathsWritingReading
In Summer 1, Year 5 pupils focus on science 
fiction writing and persuasive writing. Pupils 
write a first-person science fiction narrative 
inspired by Ruin, developing viewpoint, 
atmosphere and emotional impact.

Grammar learning includes relative clauses, 
modal verbs and formal language choices. 
Teachers model how to build tension, vary 
sentence length and refine vocabulary. 
Pupils draft, edit and improve their writing 
using clear success criteria.

Later, pupils write a persuasive letter about 
whether mobile phones should be banned in 
school. They develop structured arguments 
and adapt tone for a formal audience. 
fŰĬĲƓĲŰĬĲŰƣШƽƖŔƣŔŰŊШĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣĲƚШƓƨƓŔũƚќШ
growing control and prepares them for the 
demands of Year 6 writing.

During Summer 1, Year 5 pupils consolidate 
understanding of decimals and percentages, 
including converting between fractions, 
decimals and percentages. Children apply 
this knowledge to measurement, money and 
problem-solving contexts.

A key area of learning is measurement, 
focusing on area and perimeter. Pupils 
calculate missing lengths, apply formulas 
and solve multi-step problems with 
increasing accuracy.

Children also explore geometry, deepening 
understanding of angles, shape properties 
and reflection. They use reasoning to justify 
answers and explain patterns.

Statistics is revisited through interpreting data 
from tables and graphs, encouraging pupils to 
analyse information and draw conclusions.

Throughout the term, pupils develop 
resilience, accuracy and independence. The 
focus on reasoning and explanation supports 
readiness for the final stages of Key Stage 2 
learning.

In the Summer term, Year 5 pupils engage with 
complex texts such as Wonder and Holes. 
Teaching places strong emphasis on the 
National Curriculum Reading Domains, 
particularly inference, vocabulary and 
analysis.

Pupils refine retrieval skills to identify relevant 
information accurately. A key focus is 
inference, where pupils explore themes, 
character development and moral dilemmas, 
using evidence to justify interpretations.

Vocabulary teaching is explicit and ambitious. 
Pupils analyse figurative language and discuss 
how language reflects viewpoint and emotion, 
supporting understanding of authorial intent.

Prediction, summarising and sequencing are 
revisited to support understanding of complex 
narratives. Pupils also explore text structure, 
examining how authors organise ideas.

Reading lessons promote critical thinking and 
independence, preparing pupils well for Year 
6.
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This term, Year 5 will study the Industrial 
Revolution and how it transformed Britain and 
the world. Pupils will learn about major 
inventions such as the steam engine and the 
development of factories, railways and industry. 
They will explore how life differed for rich and 
poor, study key figures such as James Watt and 
George Stephenson, and examine child labour 
and its lasting impact on society today.

In Year 5, pupils will explore space and our 
universe. They will learn about the Big Bang and 
how the universe is still expanding, before 
developing their understanding of gravity and its 
effects within our solar system. Children will 
study planets, the phases of the Moon and the 
role of the Sun, and learn about our wider 
galactic neighbourhood, including the Milky 
Way.

Pupils will explore New Zealand and the South 
Pacific Islands. They will learn about location, 
ƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣЯШ~ĝŸƖŔШĦƨũƣƨƖĲШċŰĬШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЮШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰШ
will investigate earthquakes and volcanoes 
through plate tectonics, study climate and 
biomes, and consider human impact on 
ecosystems. They will also learn about tourism, 
environmental challenges such as rising sea 
levels, and how geography creates both 
opportunities and challenges.

Year 5 will explore African-American spirituals 
and their influence on gospel and jazz. Children 
will learn about songs such as Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot and Go Down Moses, singing in call and 
response and harmony. They will study music as 
a form of expression and protest, developing 
ensemble singing skills through practice and 
performance.

Children will explore printmaking techniques. 
They will study prints by Hogarth, Warhol, 
Hokusai and Rembrandt, learning about relief, 
screen printing and intaglio processes. Pupils 
will design and create their own screen prints 
using stencils and layered colour. This unit 
develops understanding of repeated images.

Year 5 will explore Hindu beliefs, focusing on 
ƣőĲШƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰШљ?ŸШĤĲũŔĲŉƚШŔŰШťċƖůċЯШƚċůƚċƖċШ
and moksha help Sanatanis ũĲċĬШŊŸŸĬШũŔƻĲƚењШ
Pupils will learn how these concepts explain 
life, death and rebirth. They will consider how 
religious beliefs influence behaviour and 
decision making and compare these ideas with 
their own views about right and wrong.

Children develop their understanding of self 
esteem, relationships and online safety. They 
explore healthy friendships, self worth and the 
influence of digital media. Pupils learn about 
personal boundaries, rights and 
responsibilities online, and how to seek 
support.

This term, Year 5 will explore Vector Graphics. 
Pupils will use drawing programs to create 
images using shapes, layers and grouping 
tools. They will learn how vector images differ 
from other graphics and how designs can be 
refined and adapted, developing accuracy, 
creativity and confidence in digital image 
creation.

This term, Year 5 will take part in Rounders and 
Outdoor Adventurous Activities (OAA). Pupils 
will develop striking, catching and tactical skills 
in rounders. In OAA, they will work 
collaboratively to solve problems and complete 
challenges, building communication, 
leadership and resilience through safe, 
adventurous activities.
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Year 6
Curriculum Overview ï Summer 1

MathsWritingReading
In Summer 1, Year 6 pupils combine SATs 
preparation with high-quality writing 
opportunities. Following grammar and 
reading revision, pupils write a flashback 
narrative inspired by The Piano, focusing on 
shifting time, emotive language and control of 
complex sentence structures.

Grammar teaching includes passive voice, 
varied punctuation and precise grammatical 
choices. Pupils learn how syntax and 
punctuation influence tone, emphasis and 
meaning for the reader.

Pupils also write an emotive letter, using 
formal language and persuasive techniques 
to convey feelings and ideas effectively. 
Independent writing reflects high 
expectations and supports transition to 
secondary school. By the end of Summer 1, 
pupils demonstrate confidence, maturity and 
authorial control in their writing.

In Summer 1, Year 6 pupils focus on 
consolidation and application of key 
mathematical concepts. Learning centres on 
problem-solving and reasoning, ensuring 
pupils confidently select and apply efficient 
strategies.

Children revisit fractions, decimals and 
percentages, applying these skills to complex, 
multi -step problems. They also strengthen 
understanding of algebra, including forming 
and solving equations and exploring number 
patterns.

Geometry remains a key focus, including 
properties of shapes, angles and coordinates, 
alongside measurement, where pupils 
calculate area, perimeter and volume and 
convert between units.

Statistics is revisited through interpreting and 
constructing graphs and tables, using data to 
justify conclusions.

Summer 1 supports pupils in developing 
confidence and mathematical maturity, 
preparing them for final assessments and a 
smooth transition into secondary school 
maths.

During the Summer term, Year 6 pupils apply 
advanced reading skills through challenging 
texts such as The Hunger Games and Wolf 
Wilder. Teaching consolidates learning across 
all National Curriculum Reading Domains, 
with emphasis on independence and depth.

Pupils demonstrate secure retrieval, selecting 
precise evidence to support responses. 
Inference is central, with pupils analysing 
character motivations, ethical issues and 
themes, often evaluating interpretations.

Vocabulary work focuses on complex and 
abstract language, helping pupils interpret 
sophisticated texts and consider how 
language conveys power, emotion and 
viewpoint. Authorial intent is explored 
explicitly.

Pupils deepen understanding of structure and 
organisation, examining techniques such as 
symbolism and shifts in perspective. By the 
end of the Summer term, Year 6 pupils read 
critically and confidently, ready for secondary 
school..
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In Year 6, pupils will investigate the Cold War 
and the global tensions that followed World War 
II. They will learn about capitalism and 
communism, proxy wars, and the arms race 
between the USA and the USSR. Children will 
study key events such as the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, space race and conflicts in Korea and 
Vietnam, developing skills in analysing evidence 
and evaluating historical interpretations

ѡEƻĲƖǃЮ9őŔũĬЮ9ċŰЮÉőŔŰĲѢ

Year 6 will learn about reproduction in plants 
and animals. Pupils will explore asexual and 
sexual reproduction, including how plants 
produce seeds and fruits. They will also study 
sexual reproduction in animals, gestation 
periods and how animals care for their young. 
Children will apply their learning by explaining 
these processes or by writing about observations 
from investigations carried out during the unit.

Year 6 will study Africa, exploring its diversity, 
landscapes and rich history. Pupils will locate 
African countries and biomes and learn about 
natural resources and early human settlement. 
They will study Mansa Musa and African trade 
routes, investigate desertification and the Great 
Green Wall, and explore food security through 
case studies such as Madagascar and Kenya. 
Children will use maps, data and extended 
writing to explain key geographical issues.

In Year 6, pupils will explore blues and rock 
music, focusing on 12-bar blues structures. They 
will study artists including Elvis Presley, Cream, 
The Beatles and Oasis, learning about riffs, 
improvisation and accompaniment. Children will 
sing, play percussion, compare musical styles 
and perform rock and pop songs, developing 
confidence and evaluative listening skills.

Year 6 will study Impressionism and Post 
Impressionism. Pupils will explore the work of 
Monet, Renoir and Degas, learning how artists 
captured light, movement and everyday life. 
They will then study Cézanne, Van Gogh and 
Gauguin, experimenting with brushwork, colour 
and collage techniques. The unit concludes 
with the work of Mary Cassatt.

This term, Year 6 will study Buddhism, asking 
љìőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШĤĲƚƣШƽċǃШŉŸƖШċШ7ƨĬĬőŔƚƣШƣŸШƚőŸƽШ
ĦŸůůŔƣůĲŰƣШƣŸШƣőĲŔƖШĤĲũŔĲŉƚењШÂƨƓŔũƚШƽŔũũШ
explore practices such as meditation, following 
the Eightfold Path and living ethically. They will 
reflect on how commitment to beliefs can 
shape identity, choices and actions, 
developing respect for different worldviews.

Year 6 focuses on mature relationships, 
emotional literacy and preparation for transition 
to secondary school. Pupils explore topics 
including mental health, managing feelings, 
respect, consent and power in relationships. 
They discuss friendships, family change and 
safe use of technology. 

Year 6 pupils will study 3D Modelling. They will 
plan, design and create three dimensional 
models using computer software, representing 
real world objects. Children will develop 
precision and problem solving skills as they 
evaluate and improve their designs, learning 
how digital models are used in real life design 
and engineering contexts.

In Summer 1, Year 6 pupils will focus on Cricket 
and Fitness. They will refine batting, bowling 
and fielding skills and apply tactics in games. 
Fitness lessons will develop strength, agility 
and stamina, helping pupils understand the 
importance of exercise for physical and mental 
health as they prepare for secondary school.
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