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Year 1
Curriculum Overview – Spring 2

MathsWritingReading
During Spring 2, pupils will continue to develop 
confidence and accuracy in writing through a 
focus on narrative texts. Children will explore 
contemporary fiction linked to their own 
experiences, using The Go-Away Bird as a 
stimulus. They will plan and write simple 
stories, joining two clauses, using expanded 
noun phrases and adding detail through 
prepositional phrases. Pupils will also practise 
writing in the past tense with support and use 
sentences that explain feelings or reasons.

In instructional writing, pupils will learn how to 
write clear, ordered sets of instructions. They 
will focus on using consistent verb forms, 
simple question structures and precise 
language. Children will apply accurate 
punctuation, including question marks and 
exclamation marks, use capital letters for 
proper nouns, check sentence demarcation, 
and form plural nouns correctly.

Alongside composition and grammar, pupils 
will continue to develop fluent, legible 
handwriting through the Letterjoin programme. 
Regular practice will support correct letter 
formation, spacing and presentation, helping 
children take pride in their written work across 
the curriculum.

During Spring 2, Year 1 pupils focus on place 
value within 20. Children will count forwards 
and backwards, read and write numbers, and 
compare and order numbers using 
mathematical language such as greater than, 
less than and equal to. A key focus is 
understanding teen numbers and how they 
are composed of one ten and some ones.

Pupils will also develop addition and 
subtraction within 20. They will use number 
bonds, counting strategies and known facts, 
supported by concrete resources such as 
tens frames, counters and cubes. Pictorial 
representations and number lines will help 
pupils visualise calculations and understand 
how numbers can be partitioned and 
recombined.

Throughout the unit, pupils will solve simple 
one-step word problems and explain their 
thinking. Reasoning activities will encourage 
children to represent problems in different 
ways, spot patterns and check their answers, 
building confidence and independence in 
early mathematical learning.

This term, children will consolidate the Phase 
5 phonemes and tricky words. Daily phonics 
sessions will reinforce blending and 
segmenting skills, alongside spelling practice, 
to build confidence and fluency in both 
reading and writing.

Children will revisit and secure the following 
Phase 5 graphemes and alternative 

pronunciations:

 

Children will also practise reading and spelling 
the following tricky words:

ee
y (funny)
ey (key)
oa
oe (toe)
ou (shoulder)
ow (snow
f
ph (phone)
v
ve (give)

e
ea (head)
igh
y (fly)
l
le (apple)
al (metal)
u
o-e (some)
o (mother)
ou (young)

w
wh (wheel)
j
g (giant)
s
c (ice)
se (mouse)
ce (fence)
z
se (cheese)

their, people, oh, your, Mr, Mrs, Ms, ask, could, 
would, should, our, house, mouse, water 

water, want.
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Pupils will learn about significant events 
linked to the British monarchy. They will 
explore what a monarch is and learn about 
King Charles III. Pupils will discover how royal 
power has changed over time, including King 
John and the Magna Carta, the development 
of Parliament, and the English Civil War, 
beginning to understand how law, power, and 
religion have shaped British history.

This term in Year 1 Science, pupils will learn 
how to care for the Earth. They will explore how 
the planet can be damaged and understand 
natural and manufactured resources, including 
renewable and non-renewable types. Pupils 
will consider the impact of logging and 
pollution and learn how recycling helps protect 
the environment. At the end of the unit, they 
will explain ways we can look after the Earth.

‘Every Child Can Shine’

Pupils will explore rhythm and texture through 
Mars, the Bringer of War by Gustav Holst. They 
will find the beat, recognise a rhythmic ostinato, 
and explore dynamics such as crescendo. Pupils 
will create a space-themed composition using 
voices and percussion. They will also learn and 
perform Stand by Me, before performing and 
evaluating their final pieces.

This term in Year 1 Art, pupils will explore style, 
learning that it describes how art looks. They will 
study techniques such as pointillism by Georges 
Seurat and expressive brushstrokes by Vincent 
van Gogh. Pupils will practise mixing tints and 
applying paint in different ways. They will also 
explore narrative art before creating their own 
imaginative piece.

Pupils will learn about Palm Sunday and why 
Jesus was welcomed by crowds in Jerusalem. 
They will explore what it means to treat 
someone like a king or celebrity and consider 
why Christians believe Jesus was special. 
Children will reflect on how Christians 
remember this event during Holy Week.

Pupils will learn how to keep themselves 
healthy through good hygiene, safe choices, 
and healthy lifestyle habits. They will explore 
medicine safety, road safety, and how to stay 
safe with household items. Children will also 
consider how being healthy links to feeling 
happy.

Grouping Data: Pupils will learn how to group 
and label objects based on their properties. 
They will count and compare groups, describe 
objects in different ways, and answer simple 
questions about data. This unit introduces 
early data handling skills and logical thinking.

In Year 1, pupils develop fundamental 
movement skills through athletics and yoga. In 
athletics, children practise running, jumping 
and throwing, focusing on coordination, 
balance and control. Yoga sessions support 
flexibility, strength and body awareness, while 
encouraging calmness, focus and simple 
breathing techniques.
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Year 2
Curriculum Overview – Spring 2

MathsWritingReading
During Spring 2, pupils will develop their 
narrative writing through stories based on a 
shared theme. Children will write a story about 
friendship, using The Bear and the Piano as 
inspiration, adapting characters, settings and 
events. They will extend sentences using 
coordinating and subordinating conjunctions, 
expanded noun phrases, adverbs and 
prepositional phrases, while maintaining 
consistent past tense and accurate subject–
verb agreement.

Pupils will also write a recount in the form of a 
letter, reflecting on their visit to Holdenby 
House. They will organise events 
chronologically and select precise verbs to 
describe experiences clearly. Children will 
practise using progressive tense forms, 
commas in lists and apostrophes for 
possession and contractions.

Across both units, there will be a strong focus 
on punctuation and editing. Pupils will use full 
stops, question marks and exclamation marks 
consistently, apply capital letters for proper 
nouns and the pronoun ‘I’, and identify 
punctuation errors when reading their work 
aloud. This will support pupils in producing 
clear, accurate writing.

In Spring 2, Year 2 pupils begin formal 
learning in multiplication and division. They 
will explore equal groups, repeated addition 
and sharing, using practical equipment and 
arrays to support understanding. Pupils will 
learn how multiplication and division are 
linked and use known facts to solve 
calculations.

Pupils will also study fractions, focusing on 
recognising, finding and naming halves, 
quarters and thirds. They will find fractions of 
shapes and quantities and use visual models 
to understand fractions as equal parts of a 
whole. Number lines will support pupils in 
seeing fractions as numbers.

Problem-solving and reasoning tasks are 
central to learning. Pupils will apply known 
facts, choose appropriate strategies and 
explain their thinking clearly. They will begin 
to solve problems involving more than one 
step, developing resilience, accuracy and 
confidence in applying mathematical 
knowledge to different contexts.

In Year 2, pupils develop their reading 
comprehension skills through the use of 
Cracking Comprehension alongside explicit 
teaching of the Key Stage 1 Reading Domains. 
Learning is structured around shared, guided 
and independent reading opportunities, 
ensuring pupils develop confidence in retrieving 
information, making inferences and explaining 
ideas from texts.

The core text for the year is Peter Pan, which 
provides rich opportunities to explore 
character, setting and plot. Pupils will practise 
retrieving key details from the text and begin to 
infer characters’ feelings and motivations using 
evidence. There is a strong focus on 
vocabulary, with pupils learning to clarify the 
meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases in 
context.

As the year progresses, pupils will develop their 
ability to predict events, discuss themes and 
explain preferences. They will be supported to 
answer questions orally and in writing, using full 
sentences. Reading lessons also promote 
discussion, listening and confidence, helping 
pupils to engage thoughtfully with texts and 
build strong foundations for Key Stage 2 
reading.
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This term in Year 2 History, pupils will study the 
Tudors, exploring monarchy, power, and 
religion. They will compare the lives of rich and 
poor people in Tudor England using historical 
sources and evidence. Pupils will learn about 
Henry VIII and his family, including his six wives. 
They will discover how religion changed during 
the reigns of Edward VI and Mary I, before 
studying Elizabeth I and why her rule is often 
described as a ‘Golden Age’.

Pupils will learn about plants and how they 
grow. They will explore different plants and 
trees in their local environment and learn about 
seeds and bulbs and how they develop into 
plants. Pupils will investigate the conditions 
plants need to grow, carrying out a comparative 
test. They will also discover how crops are 
grown and harvested for food. At the end of the 
unit, pupils will explain how seeds and bulbs 
grow and what plants need to survive.

‘Every Child Can Shine’

This term in Year 2 Music, pupils will explore 
Indonesian gamelan music. They will learn to 
play Lancaran Cobowo, focusing on the 
balungan melody and layered texture. Pupils will 
compare music from Java and Bali, noticing 
differences in tempo and dynamics. They will 
learn how gamelan is used in ceremonies, before 
performing and evaluating their final piece.

Pupils will explore landscape painting through 
the work of J. M. W. Turner and John Constable, 
creating stormy seascapes using bold 
brushstrokes. They will study urban landscapes 
inspired by Uzo Egonu. The unit concludes with 
exploring symmetry in art, including work by 
Leonardo da Vinci and Andy Goldsworthy, before 
creating their own symmetrical sculptures.

Pupils will explore the events of Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday, focusing on the 
resurrection of Jesus. They will learn why 
Christians believe Jesus coming back to life is 
central to their faith and how this gives 
Christians hope. Pupils will consider why Easter 
is the most important Christian festival.

Pupils will explore motivation and making 
healthier choices, including healthy eating and 
nutrition. They will learn about relaxation 
techniques and how these can support 
wellbeing. Discussions will include sharing 
food safely and choosing healthier snacks.

Pictograms: Pupils will learn how tally charts 
and pictograms help us count and compare 
information. They will create pictograms, sort 
objects by attributes, and use computers to 
present information clearly.

Year 2 pupils build on basic movement skills 
through athletics, developing speed, agility and 
stamina. Children take part in simple 
competitive activities and begin to improve 
technique. Yoga continues to support balance, 
flexibility and strength, with increased emphasis 
on holding poses and improving concentration.
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Year 3
Curriculum Overview – Spring 2

MathsWritingReading
During Spring 2, pupils will develop their 
narrative writing through a finding tale. 
Children will write a story in which something 
is discovered, a problem occurs and it is 
returned, inspired by The Boy Who Grew 
Dragons. They will use a wider range of 
subordinating conjunctions, expanded noun 
phrases and precise verb forms, while 
maintaining tense and clear pronoun 
reference across paragraphs. Adverbs, 
adverbial phrases and prepositions will be 
used to express time, place and cause.

Pupils will also write a non-chronological 
report about dragons, creating a new page for 
the fictional text Dragonology. They will 
organise information into clear sections, using 
subject-specific vocabulary and expanded 
noun phrases to add detail, and adverbial 
language to link ideas clearly.

Across both units, there will be a focus on 
punctuation and sentence control. Pupils will 
use inverted commas for direct speech, 
apostrophes for possession and contractions, 
commas between clauses with guidance, and 
commas in lists of adjectives, supporting clear 
and well-structured writing.

During Spring 2, Year 3 pupils focus on 
developing fluency in multiplication and 
division. They will practise times tables and 
related division facts regularly and use these to 
solve calculations and word problems 
efficiently.

Written methods for multiplication and division 
are introduced and developed, with emphasis 
on understanding how and why the methods 
work. Pupils will apply these methods to 
increasingly challenging problems, building 
confidence and accuracy.

Pupils will also study fractions, including unit 
and non-unit fractions. They will represent 
fractions on number lines, compare fractions 
and begin to understand their relative size. 
Visual models will support conceptual 
understanding.

Reasoning and problem-solving activities 
require pupils to explain strategies, justify 
answers and make connections between 
different areas of maths. Pupils will also 
estimate answers and check for errors, 
strengthening independence and mathematical 
thinking.

In Year 3, pupils build on prior reading skills 
through Cracking Comprehension, with 
explicit teaching of the Lower Key Stage 2 
Reading Domains. Lessons focus on 
developing fluency, understanding 
vocabulary, retrieving information and making 
increasingly sophisticated inferences from 
texts.

The core class text is The Iron Man. This text 
supports exploration of character 
development, authorial language choices and 
themes. Pupils will practise justifying answers 
using evidence from the text and begin to 
explain how meaning is created through word 
choice and structure.
Pupils are taught to summarise key ideas, 
predict events based on evidence and identify 
main themes. Vocabulary development 
remains a priority, with pupils learning 
strategies to determine meaning from context.

Reading lessons encourage discussion, 
explanation and careful use of evidence, 
supporting pupils to become confident, 
reflective readers as they move further into 
Key Stage 2.
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Pupils will study the South West of England. 
They will identify the region as a peninsula and 
explore its climate and coastline, including the 
Jurassic Coast and Durdle Door. Pupils will 
learn about erosion and the work of geologists. 
They will examine tourism and key landmarks, 
consider links between climate and farming, 
and explore how the region has changed over 
time. The unit ends with pupils explaining what 
a geographer would say about the South West.

Pupils will study Britain from 410–1066 CE, 
exploring the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. They 
will learn about migration, the formation of 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, daily life, laws, religion, 
and the gradual spread of Christianity. Using 
sources such as Sutton Hoo and the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, pupils will consider how 
historians interpret evidence from the past. The 
unit concludes with the Battle of Hastings in 
1066, marking a turning point in British history.

Pupils will learn about forces and magnets. 
They will begin by understanding that a force is 
a push or pull, before exploring friction and how 
it affects movement. Pupils will then investigate 
magnetism as an invisible force, learning about 
magnetic poles and magnetic fields. They will 
carry out an enquiry to test whether the size of a 
magnet affects its strength. At the end of the 
unit, pupils will use their knowledge to explain 
key ideas about forces and magnetism.

‘Every Child Can Shine’

Pupils will study Four Sea Interludes by 
Benjamin Britten*, focusing on Storm and Dawn. 
They will explore how orchestral families create 
mood and effects. Pupils will compose storm 
and sunrise motifs, develop them into themes, 
and organise their music in rondo form. They will 
experiment with tempo and dynamics, then 
perform and evaluate their composition.

This term in Year 3 Art, pupils will explore Anglo-
Saxon art, linking to History. They will study 
treasures from Sutton Hoo and the Lindisfarne 
Gospels, creating interlocking patterns using 
watercolours. Pupils will also examine the 
Bayeux Tapestry to understand how art tells a 
story, before producing a textile collage inspired 
by its style.

Pupils will examine the events of Good Friday 
and discuss why Christians describe the day as 
‘good’. They will explore ideas of sacrifice, love, 
and forgiveness, considering how Christians 
believe Jesus’ death shows God’s love for 
humanity.

Pupils will focus on exercise, fitness 
challenges, and understanding food labels to 
make healthy swaps. They will learn about 
attitudes towards drugs and why it is important 
to stay safe both online and offline. Respect, 
self-care, and making healthy and safe choices 
will be key themes.

Branching Databases: Pupils will create 
yes/no questions to sort objects and build a 
branching database. They will learn how 
structure helps users identify items and 
compare this with information presented in 
pictograms.

In Year 3, pupils focus on fitness activities 
designed to improve stamina, strength and 
coordination. Children learn how exercise 
supports physical health and wellbeing. Yoga 
sessions develop flexibility, posture and 
controlled movement, encouraging pupils to 
manage breathing and maintain focus during 
longer sequences.
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Year 4
Curriculum Overview – Spring 2

MathsWritingReading
During Spring 2, pupils will develop narrative 
writing through detailed setting descriptions. 
Children will learn how to create atmosphere and 
imagery by using expanded noun phrases for 
deliberate effect, extending sentences with 
adverbial phrases and varying sentence 
structures. They will maintain tense across 
multiple paragraphs, use pronouns to support 
cohesion and manipulate sentence length to 
control pace and impact.

Pupils will also focus on persuasive writing, 
producing a formal letter to the Principal to argue 
for a change or improvement within school. They 
will use a range of subordinating conjunctions to 
justify opinions, structure arguments clearly and 
select language appropriate for a formal 
audience. Emphasis will be placed on organising 
ideas logically across paragraphs to strengthen 
persuasion.

Across both units, pupils will refine punctuation 
and editing skills. They will punctuate direct 
speech accurately across multiple exchanges, 
use commas to demarcate subordinate clauses 
and separate clauses where needed, and apply 
apostrophes confidently for possession and 
contractions. Consistent paragraph demarcation 
and careful editing will support clarity, accuracy 
and coherence in their writing.

In Spring 2, Year 4 pupils consolidate and 
extend their understanding of multiplication 
and division using formal written methods. 
Secure recall of times table facts supports 
efficient calculation and problem solving 
across a range of contexts.

Pupils will develop their understanding of 
fractions, including equivalent fractions, and 
make clear links between fractions and 
decimals. They will explore tenths and 
hundredths, comparing, ordering and 
representing numbers using place value 
knowledge and visual models.

Reasoning activities focus on explaining 
methods and identifying efficient strategies. 
Pupils will justify their choices and explain 
how they know an answer is correct. 
Problem-solving tasks include real-life 
contexts, encouraging pupils to apply their 
learning flexibly and confidently while 
maintaining accuracy and fluency in 
preparation for upper key stage 2.

In Year 4, reading is taught through Cracking 
Comprehension with a strong focus on the 
Lower Key Stage 2 Reading Domains. Pupils 
develop deeper comprehension skills, 
including inference, explanation and 
interpretation of language choices.

The core text for the year is Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. This text provides rich 
opportunities to explore characterisation, 
humour, themes and authorial intent. Pupils 
will analyse how language contributes to 
meaning and consider how characters 
change over time.

Lessons focus on retrieving precise 
information, explaining ideas using evidence 
and summarising key points across longer 
sections of text. Vocabulary teaching 
supports pupils to understand figurative 
language and ambitious word choices. 
Structured discussion and written responses 
help pupils to articulate their thinking clearly, 
preparing them for the increased demands of 
Upper Key Stage 2 reading.
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This term in Year 4 History, pupils will study the 
rise and fall of the Roman Empire. They will 
explore how Rome expanded its power, 
including the impact of the Punic Wars, and 
learn about significant figures such as Julius 
Caesar and Caesar Augustus during the Pax 
Romana. Pupils will also examine the growth of 
Christianity and consider the key reasons for 
the decline and fall of the Roman Empire in the 
5th century.

Pupils will learn about sound and how it is 
produced. They will explore how vibrations 
create sound and how it travels through air as 
sound waves. Pupils will investigate the 
difference between pitch and volume and how 
these can be changed. They will examine how 
the human voice produces different sounds 
and learn about the parts of the ear and how 
they enable us to hear. 

‘Every Child Can Shine’

Pupils will study Northern Ireland. They will 
identify Belfast as the capital and locate key 
features such as Lough Neagh. Pupils will 
explore tourism, including the Titanic and the 
Giant’s Causeway, and learn about the partition 
of Ireland. They will study physical features 
such as the Giant’s Causeway and Marble Arch 
Caves, before explaining what a geographer 
would say about Northern Ireland.

Pupils will explore expressive music through 
Claude Debussy and Ludwig van Beethoven. They 
will listen to Syrinx, Clair de lune, and the Piano 
Sonata No. 14 'Moonlight', exploring pitch, 
harmony, dynamics, and arpeggios. Pupils will 
compose sustained melodies with simple 
accompaniments, organise them into ternary 
form, and perform and evaluate their final pieces.

This term in Year 4 Art, pupils will link to Roman 
History by studying monuments such as the 
Pantheon, the Colosseum and Trajan's 
Column. They will explore how architecture 
showed imperial power and key design 
features. Pupils will then work collaboratively to 
build a model of the Pantheon, developing 
construction and teamwork skills.

Pupils will investigate the concept of 
forgiveness within Christianity. They will study 
biblical teachings, including examples from 
the life of Jesus, and consider whether 
forgiveness is always possible. Pupils will 
reflect on how forgiveness can impact 
relationships and communities.

Pupils will explore healthy friendships and 
group dynamics. They will discuss smoking, 
alcohol, and vaping, and learn strategies for 
assertiveness and managing peer pressure. 
The unit encourages pupils to recognise and 
celebrate their inner strength.

Data Logging: Pupils will use digital data 
loggers to collect information over time. They 
will learn how sensors gather data and use the 
results to answer questions and draw 
conclusions.

Year 4 pupils develop strength, flexibility and 
control through gymnastics, learning to perform 
sequences using balances, rolls and 
transitions. In basketball, pupils practise 
throwing, catching, dribbling and teamwork, 
developing tactical awareness and cooperation 
in small-sided games.



Public

Public



Public

Public



Public

Public



Public

Public



Public

Public



Public

Public

Year 5
Curriculum Overview – Spring 2

MathsWritingReading
During Spring 2, pupils will develop narrative 
writing through playscripts. Using The Tempest 
as inspiration, children will adapt a known 
story into a scripted format, focusing on 
character, dialogue and stage directions. They 
will write confidently using multi-clause and 
relative clauses, manipulating clause order, 
sentence length and verb tense shifts to 
create emphasis and show changes in time or 
perspective.

Pupils will also write a biography about 
William Shakespeare or another significant 
figure linked to history or science. They will 
organise information chronologically and use 
cohesive grammar, including pronouns, 
determiners and conjunctions, to link ideas 
across paragraphs. Modal verbs, adverbs and 
prepositional phrases will be used to add 
precision and detail.

Across both units, pupils will refine 
punctuation and editing skills. They will 
punctuate parenthesis accurately, embed 
relative clauses correctly and use commas to 
clarify meaning within complex sentences. 
Accurate punctuation across extended texts 
and independent editing will support clear, 
effective writing.

During Spring 2, Year 5 pupils focus on 
fractions, including equivalence, comparison, 
addition and subtraction. They will deepen 
their understanding of the relationship 
between fractions, decimals and percentages 
and apply this knowledge to calculations and 
problem solving.

Pupils will also apply multiplication and 
division skills to increasingly complex 
problems, including multi-step calculations 
and scaling. Formal written methods will be 
used accurately and efficiently, supported by 
reasoning about the most appropriate 
strategies.

Reasoning and problem-solving tasks 
challenge pupils to justify answers, evaluate 
different approaches and explain 
misconceptions. Pupils will use precise 
mathematical language and reflect on 
efficiency and accuracy, developing 
confidence, independence and readiness for 
the demands of Year 6 mathematics.

In Year 5, pupils engage with increasingly 
challenging texts through Cracking 
Comprehension, aligned to the Upper Key 
Stage 2 Reading Domains. Teaching focuses 
on inference, analysis and evaluation, with 
pupils expected to justify answers using 
precise textual evidence.

The core class text is The Last Wild. This novel 
supports exploration of complex themes, 
character motivations and moral choices. 
Pupils analyse how authors use language, 
structure and viewpoint to influence the 
reader.

Reading lessons emphasise comparing texts, 
identifying themes and summarising key ideas 
across chapters. Vocabulary work focuses on 
understanding nuanced language and 
technical terms. Pupils are encouraged to 
engage in thoughtful discussion, challenge 
ideas respectfully and explain interpretations 
clearly, building confidence and depth in 
reading comprehension.
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‘Every Child Can Shine’

Pupils will study the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 
beginning with its origins and where it took place. 
They will explore the Atlantic Passage, using 
primary and secondary sources to understand 
conditions on slave ships. Pupils will learn about 
resistance, including the Haitian Revolution, and 
examine the factors that led to abolition. The unit 
concludes by studying significant abolitionists, 
such as Thomas Clarkson, and their role in 
ending the slave trade.

Pupils will learn about forces and their effects. 
They will understand that forces are pushes or 
pulls that can change an object’s speed, 
direction, or shape. Pupils will explore friction, 
including air and water resistance, through 
investigations. They will also learn how simple 
machines such as levers, pulleys, and gears 
make work easier by changing a force. At the 
end of the unit, pupils will draw force diagrams 
and explain their learning.

Pupils will study Australia, exploring its location, 
physical features, and human geography. They 
will identify deserts, rivers, Mount Kosciuszko, 
and the Great Barrier Reef, comparing Australia 
with the UK. Pupils will learn about Aboriginal 
communities and British colonisation, and 
investigate major cities, mining, population, 
climate, and biomes, using maps to understand 
how geography influences settlement and land 
use.

This term in Year 5 Music, pupils will study 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3 'Eroica', exploring 
3/4 metre, rhythm, and pitch. They will perform 
the opening motif, revise triads and notation, and 
learn why the symphony was groundbreaking. 
Pupils will experiment with dramatic effects and 
compose, perform, and evaluate their own 
melodies inspired by the piece.

This term in Year 5 Art, pupils will explore 
traditional Chinese art. They will study brush 
painting and calligraphy, creating expressive ink 
designs of natural subjects. Pupils will also 
learn about Ming Dynasty porcelain and its trade 
with Europe, developing their understanding of 
artistic style and cultural influence.

Pupils will explore the belief that Jesus’ death 
was part of God’s plan. They will examine 
different Christian interpretations of salvation 
and sacrifice and consider why this belief is 
significant to Christians. Pupils will discuss 
how these beliefs shape Christian worship and 
daily life.

Pupils will deepen their understanding of 
smoking, vaping, and alcohol, including links 
to anti-social behaviour. They will learn basic 
emergency aid, explore body image and 
relationships with food, and consider how 
motivation influences behaviour and healthy 
choices.

Flat-file Databases: Pupils will explore how 
databases store and organise information. 
They will record data, sort and filter it, and use 
digital tools to compare and present findings.

In Year 5, pupils take part in indoor athletics, 
focusing on speed, power and endurance 
through structured events and challenges. Yoga 
supports physical and mental wellbeing, 
helping pupils develop flexibility, core strength 
and relaxation techniques to support focus and 
resilience.
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Year 6
Curriculum Overview – Spring 2

MathsWritingReading
During Spring 2, pupils will develop narrative 
writing through a first-person retelling based 
on The Reaping from The Hunger Games. 
Children will retell events from the viewpoint 
of a different character, using grammar to 
control perspective and characterisation. 
They will combine clauses in sophisticated 
ways, embed relative clauses and integrate 
multiple subordinate clauses. Precise verb 
choices, the passive voice and ellipsis will be 
used to shape tone and effect.

Pupils will also write a discussion text, 
producing a balanced argument on an issue 
such as whether the current Year 6 SATs 
system should continue. They will switch 
between formal and informal structures 
appropriately, use subjunctive forms where 
relevant, and organise arguments clearly to 
present contrasting viewpoints.

Across both units, pupils will refine 
punctuation and editing skills. They will use 
colons, semi-colons and dashes accurately, 
maintain correct punctuation in multi-clause 
sentences and independently identify and 
correct grammatical and punctuation errors.

In Spring 2, Year 6 pupils consolidate and 
extend their understanding of ratio, algebra 
and fractions. They will solve problems 
involving proportional reasoning, comparing 
quantities and interpreting relationships using 
ratio language.

Pupils will develop algebraic thinking by 
exploring patterns, using formulae and solving 
equations. Fractions are revisited to secure 
fluency and accuracy in calculations, 
including in multi-step problem-solving 
contexts.

A strong emphasis is placed on reasoning, 
explanation and precision. Pupils will 
independently select strategies, identify errors 
and refine their approaches. Learning is 
carefully designed to support confidence, 
accuracy and depth of understanding, 
ensuring pupils are well prepared for end-of-
key-stage expectations and a successful 
transition to secondary mathematics.

In Year 6, reading is taught through Cracking 
Comprehension with full coverage of the 
Upper Key Stage 2 Reading Domains. Pupils 
develop high-level comprehension skills in 
preparation for end-of-key-stage expectations 
and secondary transition.

The core text is The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas. This text enables pupils to explore 
complex themes, historical context, viewpoint 
and authorial intent. Pupils analyse how 
language and structure convey meaning and 
consider how perspective shapes 
understanding.

Lessons focus on inference, evaluation and 
comparison, with pupils expected to support 
responses using well-chosen evidence. 
Vocabulary instruction addresses subtle and 
emotive language. Pupils also develop 
independence in tackling unfamiliar texts, 
articulating interpretations clearly and 
reflecting on how texts impact the reader, 
ensuring strong preparation for future reading 
demands.
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This term in Year 6 History, pupils will study 
World War II, exploring its causes and key 
events. They will examine the Battle of Britain 
and the Blitz through primary sources, learn 
about the role of codebreakers at Bletchley 
Park, including Alan Turing and Mavis Batey, and 
understand the importance of the Home Front. 
The Holocaust may also be explored sensitively 
to deepen understanding of the war’s wider 
impact.

‘Every Child Can Shine’

Pupils will learn about light and how it behaves. 
They will explore how light enables us to see and 
that it travels in straight lines. Pupils will learn 
about the parts of the eye and how light travels 
from a source to the brain. They will investigate 
how shadows are formed and explore how light 
is split into colours using a prism. Pupils will also 
learn how mirrors are used in periscopes to 
reflect images. At the end of the unit, they will 
explain why understanding light is important.

Pupils will study South America, developing their 
understanding of its location, key physical 
features, and human activity. They will identify 
hemispheres and the equator and learn about 
the Inca Empire. Pupils will explore the Andes 
Mountains, the Atacama Desert, and the 
Amazon Rainforest, and examine Brazil’s 
economy and agriculture. Throughout the unit, 
they will use maps and data to understand how 
geography influences people’s lives.

Pupils will explore minimalist music through the 
work of Steve Reich. They will listen to Clapping 
Music and Different Trains, exploring rhythm, 
repetition, texture, tempo, and dynamics. Pupils 
will also study soundscapes, including 
Vatnajökull by Chris Watson. They will create 
and perform their own minimalist compositions 
using percussion and recorded sounds.

This term in Year 6 Art, pupils will study William 
Morris and his nature-inspired wallpaper 
designs. They will learn about block printing, 
Gothic influences, and the Arts and Crafts 
Movement’s response to industrialisation. 
Building on earlier printing skills, pupils will 
create their own Morris-inspired designs using 
the reduction printing method.

Pupils will consider whether Christianity 
remains a strong and influential religion today. 
They will explore global Christianity, including 
its diversity and growth, and reflect on how 
Christian beliefs continue to influence 
individuals, communities, and society over 
2000 years after Jesus lived.

Pupils will focus on taking personal 
responsibility for their health and wellbeing. 
They will learn how substances affect the body 
and explore risks such as exploitation, including 
county lines and gang culture. Emotional and 
mental health, including managing stress, will 
be key areas of discussion as pupils prepare for 
transition to secondary school.

Spreadsheets: Pupils will use spreadsheets to 
organise and analyse data. They will apply 
formulas to calculate results, plan events 
using spreadsheets, and choose effective 
ways to present data clearly.

Year 6 pupils develop advanced skills in 
basketball, including passing, shooting, 
movement and teamwork. Athletics focuses on 
refining techniques in running, jumping and 
throwing, while promoting personal challenge, 
performance and sportsmanship in preparation 
for transition to secondary school.
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