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Year 1
Curriculum Overview ï Spring 1

MathsWritingReading
This term, children will consolidate the Phase 5 
phonemes and tricky words introduced during 
Autumn 2 while continuing to progress through 
Phase 5 of the Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds programme. Daily phonics sessions 
will reinforce blending and segmenting skills, 
alongside spelling practice, to build 
confidence and fluency in both reading and 
writing.

Children will revisit and secure the following 
Phase 5 graphemes and alternative 

pronunciations:

 

Children will also practise reading and spelling 
the following tricky words:
their, people, oh, your, Mr, Mrs, Ms, ask, could, 
would, should, our, house, mouse, water, 
want.

In Spring 1, Year 1 pupils will develop a secure 
understanding of place value within 20. They 
will learn to count forwards and backwards, 
read and write numbers, and understand how 
numbers are composed using tens and ones. 
Pupils will compare and order numbers using 
the language of greater than, less than, and 
equal to, and begin to recognise number 
patterns. 

They will then focus on addition and 
subtraction within 20, including calculations 
that cross ten. Practical resources such as 
counters, cubes, and ten frames will be used 
alongside number lines and pictorial 
representations to support understanding. 
Pupils will solve simple word problems and 
explore how addition and subtraction are 
linked. 

Daily fluency practice, discussion, and 
teacher modelling will help pupils explain 
their thinking and build confidence, accuracy, 
and independence in early number skills.

In Spring 1, Year 1 pupils will develop their 
early writing skills through a narrative and a 
non-fiction unit, in line with the National 
Curriculum expectation to write sentences by 
sequencing ideas and using basic 
punctuation.

In the narrative unit, pupils will read 
contemporary fiction texts that reflect 
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШŸƽŰШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШBeegu, 
Elmer, and Where the Wild Things Are. Pupils 
will write a simple story based on their own 
experiences, learning to compose sentences 
orally before writing, use capital letters and 
full stops, and sequence events in the correct 
order.

In the report unit, pupils will write a simple 
non-chronological report linked to either 
Geography (The UK) or Science (Seasons and 
Weather). They will learn to write a series of 
sentences to describe different aspects of a 
subject and begin to distinguish between 
writing about one example and a group in 
general, meeting National Curriculum 
expectations for basic non-fiction writing.

ir (bird) ie (pie) ue (blue)

u (unicorn) o (go) i (tiger)

a (paper) e (he) a-e (shake)

i-e (time) o-e (home) u-e (rude/cute)

e-e (these) ew (chew) ie (shield)

aw (claw)
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In this unit, pupils are introduced to Hindu 
beliefs about God. They learn that many Hindus 
believe in one supreme reality that can be 
expressed in different forms. Pupils explore 
stories, symbols and images to understand how 
Sanatanis describe and worship God, and how 
these beliefs influence daily life.

Moving a Robot: In this unit, pupils learn how to 
give instructions to a floor robot. They write 
short algorithms and simple programs to 
control movement, predicting what will happen 
before testing their ideas. Pupils begin to 
understand that computers follow precise 
instructions in a set order.

Dreams and Goals: In this unit, pupils learn 
how to set simple goals and recognise their own 
successes and achievements. They explore 
different ways of learning, practise working with 
a partner, and develop confidence in tackling 
new challenges. Pupils also learn how to 
identify obstacles, manage their feelings, and 
celebrate success.

In PE, pupils will develop their fundamental 
movement skills through gymnastics and ball 
games. They will practise balance, coordination 
and control by creating simple shapes and 
movements, as well as learning how to roll, 
throw and catch a ball. Pupils will begin to 
understand rules, work safely, and take turns 
during activities.

Pupils are introduced to architecture and learn 
what architects do. They study famous London 
landmarks using careful observation to create 
line drawings. Pupils explore how buildings are 
designed for different purposes by creating 
collages and clay models, before designing their 
own structure and evaluating their finished 
work.

Pupils learn to recognise daily and seasonal 
weather changes and understand that seasons 
follow a repeating yearly cycle. They explore 
different types of weather, study clouds and 
learn how weather forecasts help people 
prepare. Pupils are introduced to 
meteorologists as scientists who study and 
predict the weather and use symbols to 
interpret simple weather reports. 

In this unit, pupils develop their understanding 
of where they live by learning about the United 
Kingdom. Children locate England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland on maps and learn 
that these four countries together form the UK. 
They explore different landscapes found across 
the country, including mountains, valleys and 
coastlines, and begin to recognise that the UK 
is a diverse place with both rural and urban 
environments.

Pupils will explore Carnival of the Animals by 
Camille Saint-Saëns, learning how music can 
represent animals. They will investigate pitch 
and tempo, identifying high and low sounds and 
fast and slow speeds. Pupils will experiment 
with voices and percussion and begin to use 
symbols and pictures to represent music.
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Year 2
Curriculum Overview ï Spring 1

MathsWritingReading
In Spring 1, Year 2 pupils will read Peter Pan as 
their class text. 

Reading lessons will focus on developing early 
comprehension skills, including retrieving 
information directly from the text and 
answering questions about who, what, where, 
and when. 

ÂƨƓŔũƚШƽŔũũШĬŔƚĦƨƚƚШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖƚќШċĦƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШ
feelings, make simple predictions about what 
might happen next, and explain their ideas 
orally. 

There will be a strong emphasis on 
understanding new and unfamiliar vocabulary, 
sequencing events in the correct order, and 
retelling key parts of the story to support 
understanding and fluency.

In Spring 1, Year 2 pupils will study 
multiplication and division, followed by 
length and height. They will learn to represent 
multiplication as repeated addition and 
division as grouping and sharing, using 
practical equipment, arrays, and pictorial 
models. Pupils will recall and apply 
multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5, 
and 10 times tables and begin to use these 
facts to solve problems. 

They will also explore the relationship 
between multiplication and division through 
fact families. In the measurement unit, pupils 
will measure, compare, and record length 
and height using standard units such as 
centimetres and metres. They will choose 
appropriate measuring tools and apply their 
skills to real-life contexts. 

Reasoning, explanation, and accurate 
mathematical language will be developed 
through regular problem-solving and fluency 
sessions.

In Spring 1, Year 2 pupils will develop their 
narrative and non-fiction writing in line with 
National Curriculum objectives for writing 
with purpose, organisation, and detail.

In the narrative unit, pupils will write in role, 
producing a diary entry inspired by Traction 
Man. Pupils will learn to write in the first 
person, use past tense consistently, and 
include thoughts and feelings to show 
character perspective. They will practise 
sequencing events clearly and using 
expanded noun phrases and conjunctions to 
add detail.

In the non-fiction unit, pupils will write a non-
chronological report linked to their Science 
learning on living things. They will learn to 
organise information under simple headings, 
use factual language, and write sentences 
that provide clear information. This supports 
the National Curriculum focus on writing 
informative texts using appropriate structure 
and vocabulary.
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Pupils learn about Jewish beliefs about God and 
what God means to Jewish people. They explore 
key ideas such as covenant, trust and 
guidance, and learn how Jewish families show 
their beliefs through prayer, festivals and daily 
practices. Pupils develop respect for Jewish 
faith and traditions.

Robot Algorithms : Pupils build on their 
understanding of algorithms by creating and 
debugging simple programs for robots. They 
learn how to spot and fix mistakes and use 
logical reasoning to predict what a program will 
do. This unit helps pupils understand that clear, 
accurate instructions are essential for 
successful programming.

Dreams and Goals: Pupils learn how to set 
realistic goals and understand the importance 
of perseverance. They explore their own 
strengths, learn how to work cooperatively with 
others, and experience the value of teamwork. 
Pupils reflect on shared success and develop 
confidence in contributing to group 
achievements.

Pupils will build on their gymnastics skills by 
linking movements, balances and simple 
sequences with increasing control. In ball 
games, they will develop throwing, catching, 
kicking and striking skills, learning how to apply 
these in simple games. Pupils will work 
cooperatively and begin to develop basic 
tactics.

Pupils explore portraits and self-portraits, 
learning how artists represent people in 
different ways. They study a range of well-
known artworks to understand how facial 
features, skin tones, light and shade are used. 
Pupils create painted self-portraits, choosing 
how to represent themselves, before exploring 
cubist and imaginative portrait styles.

Pupils are introduced to electricity and how it is 
used safely in everyday life. They explore simple 
circuits, learning what is needed to make 
electricity flow and how different components 
work together. Children compare batteries and 
mains electricity and investigate which 
materials conduct electricity. They use 
scientific symbols to represent circuits and 
work scientifically to make predictions, test 
ideas and explain their findings.

Children will use maps and atlases to locate 
countries and key features, developing 
confidence in answering geographical questions 
such as what it is like to live in a particular place. 
They explore how physical features, such as 
coastlines, mountains and islands, influence 
human activity. Pupils also compare a location in 
the UK with Cape Town in South Africa, helping 
them to recognise similarities and differences 
between places.

Pupils will study Peter and the Wolf by Sergei 
Prokofiev, learning how instruments and 
musical themes represent characters. They will 
explore pitch, rhythm, tempo, and dynamics 
and work together to compose character-based 
music. This unit introduces pitch notation 
alongside rhythm.
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Year 3
Curriculum Overview ï Spring 1

MathsWritingReading
In Spring 1, Year 3 pupils will focus on 
multiplication and division before moving on 
to length and perimeter. Pupils will strengthen 
recall of the 3, 4, and 8 times tables and apply 
these facts to calculations and word 
problems. They will explore multiplication 
and division using arrays, bar models, and 
written methods to deepen conceptual 
understanding and recognise relationships 
between operations. 

Pupils will then learn to measure length 
accurately using standard units and calculate 
the perimeter of simple shapes by adding the 
lengths of sides. They will also explore how 
perimeter changes when dimensions change. 
Estimation, checking answers, and identifying 
errors will be key skills. 

Daily fluency practice and structured 
discussion will support accuracy, reasoning, 
and confidence when explaining methods.

Year 3 pupils will continue their study of 
Varjak Paw, building on their reading stamina 
and comprehension skills. 

Pupils will focus on retrieving key information, 
ůċťŔŰŊШŔŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲƚШċĤŸƨƣШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖƚќШ
thoughts, feelings, and motivations, and 
using evidence from the text to justify their 
answers. 

They will practise summarising chapters and 
identifying how language is used to create 
mood, tension, and atmosphere. 

Vocabulary development will be a key focus, 
helping pupils to understand and use more 
ambitious language in context.

In Spring 1, Year 3 pupils will build on their 
writing skills through a descriptive narrative 
unit and a journalistic non-fiction unit, aligned 
with lower Key Stage 2 National Curriculum 
expectations.

In the narrative unit, pupils will study The Tin 
Forest and write a detailed setting 
description. They will learn how authors use 
descriptive vocabulary, expanded noun 
phrases, and prepositional phrases to create 
atmosphere. Pupils will organise writing into 
paragraphs around a theme and use varied 
sentence structures to enhance description.

In the non-fiction unit, pupils will write a 
newspaper report based on an event from The 
Whale. They will learn to write in the third 
person, include headlines, factual detail, and 
quotes, and organise information 
chronologically, meeting National Curriculum 
expectations for non-fiction writing.
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In this unit, pupils explore stories from the Bible 
that describe Jesus performing miracles. They 
consider different viewpoints about whether 
these events were miracles, acts of healing, or 
stories with deeper meanings. Pupils reflect on 
why these stories are important to Christians 
and what they reveal about belief and faith.

Sequencing Sounds: In this unit, pupils use a 
block-based programming language to create 
sequences of sounds and music. They learn how 
commands are ordered to produce a desired 
outcome and explore how digital programs can 
be used creatively. Pupils develop confidence in 
sequencing and designing simple digital 
projects.

Dreams and Goals: In this unit, pupils explore 
dreams and ambitions while learning how to 
stay motivated when facing challenges. They 
develop strategies for overcoming obstacles, 
evaluating their learning and managing feelings. 
Pupils are also introduced to simple budgeting, 
helping them understand how goals may require 
planning and decision-making.

In gymnastics, pupils will develop strength, 
flexibility and coordination by performing 
controlled balances, rolls and sequences. In 
netball, they will learn key skills such as 
passing, catching, footwork and shooting. 
Pupils will begin to understand team play, 
positioning and simple rules within games.

Pupils explore how art helps us understand life 
in Ancient Egypt. They study sculptures, wall 
paintings and decorative objects, learning how 
these artworks reflect beliefs about religion, 
power and the afterlife. Pupils create a clay 
sphinx, design Egyptian jewellery using mixed 
media, and draw gods and goddesses on 
handmade papyrus.

Pupils learn about different types of rocks and 
their physical properties. They discover how 
geologists study rocks and what they can tell us 
ċĤŸƨƣШEċƖƣőќƚШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЮШÂƨƓŔũƚШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШőŸƽШ
sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks 
are formed and learn how fossils are created 
and what they reveal about life long ago. They 
also investigate soils, understanding that soil is 
made from rock and organic matter. 

Pupils explore Britain after the Romans left, 
learning how the Anglo-Saxons and later the 
Vikings settled, traded and fought across 
England. They study daily life, beliefs, homes 
and kingdoms, using artefacts and written 
sources such as Sutton Hoo and the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle to understand the past. Pupils 
learn about significant figures including Alfred 
the Great, King Canute and Edward the 
Confessor. 

In this unit, pupils develop their understanding 
of rivers and their importance around the world. 
Children learn to locate and name major rivers 
across Europe, Asia, Africa, North America and 
South America, using maps, atlases and digital 
mapping tools. They explore how humans 
depend on rivers for water, farming, transport 
and trade, and consider how changes such as 
droughts and dams can affect both rivers and 
the people who rely on them. 

ÂƨƓŔũƚШƽŔũũШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШéŔƻċũĬŔќƚШThe Four Seasons, 
focusing on Winter. They will learn how motifs, 
minor tonality, and structure create 
atmosphere. Pupils will compose their own 
winter-themed music, using percussion and 
simple notation to organise ideas into a clear 
structure.
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