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Year 1
Curriculum Overview ï Autumn 2

MathsWritingReading
This term, we will continue to learn Phase  5 
sounds through the Little Wandle programme. 
Daily sessions support blending, segmenting, 
and spelling to build reading and writing 
confidence.

New Phase 5 graphemes:
Å ir = bird 
Å ie = pie 
Å ue = blue 
Å u = unicorn
Å o = go 
Å i = tiger
Å a = paper
Å e = he  
Å a-e = shake
Å i-e = time
Å o-e = home
Å u-e = rude or cute 
Å e-e = these 
Å ew = chew 
Å ie = shield
Å aw = claw

New Tricky Words:
their, people, oh, your, Mr, Mrs, Ms, ask, 
could,  would, should, our, house, mouse 
water, want

This term in Year 1 Maths, pupils will focus on 
Addition and Subtraction within 10  and Shape.

In the first unit, pupils will learn to combine and 
partition numbers using practical resources such 
as cubes, counters, and ten frames. They will 
explore number bonds to 10 and begin to use 
ůċƣőĲůċƣŔĦċũШƚǃůĤŸũƚШыҼЯШҽЯШӀьШƣŸШƽƖŔƣĲШċŰĬШƚŸũƻĲШ
simple number sentences. Pupils will also apply 
their learning to real-life problems, developing 
confidence in understanding the language of 
addition and subtraction, such as more than and 
fewer than.

In the second unit, pupils will identify and 
describe 2D and 3D shapes, naming shapes such 
as circles, squares, triangles, rectangles, cubes, 
and cuboids. They will describe properties, 
including sides and corners, and explore how 
shapes can be grouped and compared.

This term, all Year 1 pupils will continue to follow 
the White Rose Maths curriculum, which builds 
fluency, reasoning, and problem-solving through 
carefully sequenced steps. Daily practice of key 
ŰƨůĤĲƖШŉċĦƣƚШƽŔũũШƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőĲŰШƓƨƓŔũƚќШ
understanding and help them develop a 
confident, connected approach to mathematical 
learning.

This term in Year 1 Writing, pupils will complete 
two units: recount writing and narrative writing.

The term begins with recount writing, where 
pupils describe real-life experiences in 
chronological order. They will recount the recent 
animal visit linked to their Science topic, Animals 
and Their Needs, using time words like first, next, 
and then. Pupils will write simple sentences 
about what they saw and did, practising capital 
letters, finger spaces, and full stops to develop 
sentence-writing skills.

In the narrative unit, pupils explore familiar 
stories, including Room on the Broom by Julia 
Donaldson and ìĲѢƖĲЮ]ŸŔŰŊЮŸŰЮċЮ7ĲċƖЮcƨŰƣ by 
Michael Rosen. Using these texts, they will write 
simple stories with patterned language, repeated 
phrases, and descriptive vocabulary. Pupils will 
then innovate one of the texts by changing 
characters or settings.

Across both units, pupils will continue 
developing handwriting through Letterjoin and 
phonics knowledge through the Little Wandle 
Letters and Sounds Revised programme. These 
writing opportunities help build confidence in 
composing and recording sentences, laying the 
foundation for future success.
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Animals & their Needs (Biology) : This term, 
children will learn about different types of 
animals and how scientists group them by their 
features. They will explore birds, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles and mammals, and learn 
about herbivores, carnivores and omnivores. 
ÂƨƓŔũƚШƽŔũũШċũƚŸШƣőŔŰťШċĤŸƨƣШőŸƽШƓĲƣƚќШŰĲĲĬƚШċƖĲШ
met and how animals depend on food, air and 
movement to survive.

Samba: The children will explore samba music 
from Brazil, learning how rhythms are layered 
over a steady beat. They will play percussion 
instruments, practise call and response, and 
perform rhythmic patterns together. Pupils will 
also create their own samba piece inspired by 
ÉĳƖŊŔŸШ~ĲŰĬĲƚќШFanfarra.

This term, children will study Line, exploring how 
artists use different types of lines to create 
shapes, patterns and pictures. They will learn to 
describe and draw varied lines using pencils, 
paint, wire and string, inspired by the work of 
Rembrandt, Miró, Klee and Minnie Pwerle. Pupils 
will practise line-making in mixed media and 
design imaginative paintings using repeated lines.

Digital Painting : In this unit, pupils learn how to 
use digital tools to create artwork. They explore 
how to choose and apply different tools within a 
painting program to design images, patterns 
and shapes. Pupils compare digital artmaking 
with traditional methods, developing an 
understanding of how technology can be used 
creatively.

In this unit, pupils explore the Christian story of 
sĲƚƨƚќШĤŔƖƣőШċŰĬШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖШƽőċƣШŊŔŉƣƚШůŔŊőƣШĤĲШ
meaningful today. They reflect on the 
importance of giving and think about how 
people show love and care for others. Pupils 
ĤĲŊŔŰШƣŸШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬШƣőĲШƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰĦĲШŸŉШsĲƚƨƚќШ
birth for Christians and how this event is 
celebrated around the world.

Celebrating Difference : In this unit, pupils learn 
to recognise similarities and differences 
between themselves and others. They explore 
what makes everyone special and unique, and 
begin to understand what bullying is and how to 
respond to it. Pupils learn how to make and 
maintain friendships and celebrate the diversity 
within their class and community.

This term, pupils will develop coordination, 
control, and balance through a variety of ball 
skills, including rolling, bouncing, and catching. 
In Dance, they will explore movement and 
rhythm through storytelling and music, learning 
to perform simple sequences that express 
mood and action with growing confidence and 
creativity.

History
Discovering History : This term, children will be 
introduced to the idea that history is the story of 
the past. They will learn what historians and 
archaeologists do, explore how artefacts and 
sources help us learn about the past, and use 
family trees to understand ancestry. Pupils will 
also begin to develop a sense of chronology 
and learn about local history and significant 
people from the past.
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Year 2
Curriculum Overview ï Autumn 2

MathsWritingReading
This term in Year 2 Maths, pupils will continue 
to develop their understanding of Addition 
and Subtraction  before moving on to Shape.

In the first unit, pupils will work with numbers 
up to 100, using partitioning and number 
bonds to calculate efficiently. They will learn 
to use mental and written strategies, 
including number lines, and apply their 
understanding to practical word problems. 
Pupils will explore the relationship between 
addition and subtraction and begin to check 
their answers using inverse operations.

In the second unit, pupils will explore 2D and 
3D shapes, learning to identify, describe, and 
compare shapes by their sides, vertices, 
edges, and faces. They will explore symmetry 
and learn to recognise patterns in everyday 
objects.

This term, all Year 2 pupils will continue to 
follow the White Rose Maths curriculum, 
which builds confidence and independence 
through small, well-structured steps. Daily 
practice of key number facts supports pupils 
in developing fluency, ensuring they can 
reason and apply their learning successfully 
across different areas of mathematics.

This term in Year 2 Writing, pupils will complete 
two units: narrative writing and instructional 
writing.

In the narrative unit, pupils explore stories with 
recurring literary language, focusing on The 
xŔŊőƣőŸƨƚĲЮuĲĲƓĲƖѢƚЮxƨŰĦő by Ronda and David 
Armitage. They study how authors use 
repetition, patterned phrases, and descriptive 
vocabulary to engage readers. Pupils then plan 
and write a short story inspired by the text, 
using adjectives, conjunctions, and a clear 
structure with a beginning, middle, and end.

In the non-fiction unit, pupils learn to write a 
sequenced set of instructions for making a 
sandwich. They focus on ordering steps 
logically, using imperative verbs (e.g. put, cut, 
spread) and time connectives. Pupils also learn 
the importance of layout and presentation.

Across both units, pupils continue developing 
spelling through Little Wandle, focusing on 
spelling rules and Year 2 common exception 
words. They also practise handwriting using 
Letterjoin to ensure neat, joined, legible writing. 
These units help pupils write with growing 
independence, accuracy, and enjoyment in line 
with Year 2 expectations.

This term in Year 2 Reading, pupils will 
continue to apply their phonic knowledge 
within our reading lessons. Daily sessions 
support blending, segmenting, and spelling to 
build reading and writing confidence. There will 
also be regular practice of reading tricky words.

ìĲШċƖĲШĲǂĦŔƣĲĬШƣŸШĤĲŊŔŰШĬĲƻĲũŸƓŔŰŊШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШ
reading comprehension skills. This term, our 
focus will be on retrieval questions. Children 
will learn how to identify key words in a 
question and use these clues to locate the 
relevant information in the text to find the 
correct answer.
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Celebrating Difference: Pupils learn about 
assumptions and stereotypes, particularly those 
related to gender. They explore what bullying is 
and how to stand up for themselves and others 
with kindness. Pupils reflect on diversity, 
friendship and how to maintain positive 
relationships even when people are different.

Pupils learn why Christians believe Jesus was a 
special gift from God. They explore the themes of 
love, kindness and giving, considering how these 
values are shown in Christian celebrations such 
as Christmas. Through discussion and 
reflection, pupils begin to understand how 
9őƖŔƚƣŔċŰƚШĤĲũŔĲƻĲШsĲƚƨƚќШũŔŉĲШċŰĬШƣĲċĦőŔŰŊƚШ
ĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣĲШ]ŸĬќƚШũŸƻĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬЮШ

Digital Photography : Pupils learn how to take 
clear, well-composed digital photographs and 
edit them for different purposes. They explore 
framing, focus and lighting before using simple 
editing tools to enhance their images. This unit 
helps children understand how photography 
can be used to communicate ideas and tell 
stories.

Children will study Colour , Shape and Texture, 
exploring how artists use collage, colour and 
mark-making to express ideas. They will 
ŔŰƻĲƚƣŔŊċƣĲШ~ċƣŔƚƚĲќƚШĦƨƣ-ŸƨƣƚШċŰĬШ~ƨťőĲƖŢĲĲќƚШ
paper compositions, learning about colours, 
organic shapes and composition. Pupils will then 
ƚƣƨĬǃШ?ƬƖĲƖќƚШYoung Hare ċŰĬШƻċŰШEǃĦťќƚШArnolfini 
Portrait to explore visual texture.

Romans in Britain: This term, children will 
learn about the Romans in Britain, exploring 
who the Romans were and why they invaded. 
They will learn about the power of the Roman 
ċƖůǃЯШ7ŸƨĬŔĦĦċќƚШƖĲĤĲũũŔŸŰЯШċŰĬШőŸƽШƣőĲШ
Romans built towns and roads across Britain. 
Pupils will also discover how written records 
and archaeology help us understand the lasting 
impact of Roman life today.

Living Things & their Environments (Biology): 
This term, children will learn about living things 
and their habitats. They will explore how animals 
and plants survive in different environments 
such as rainforests, deserts and underground 
habitats. Pupils will learn the difference 
between things that are alive, dead or never 
alive and will study simple food chains to 
understand how living things depend on each 
other.

Pupils will focus on improving fitness through 
fun and engaging physical challenges that 
develop strength, stamina, and agility. They will 
learn how to warm up and cool down safely. In 
Dance, pupils will explore patterns of movement 
and expression, creating and performing short 
routines to music that emphasise timing and 
teamwork.

This half term, children will  learn about the 
interrelated dimensions of music: pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, dynamics, texture, tempo, and 
timbre. They will  develop listening skills to 
identify these elements and apply their 
understanding through ensemble performance 
and composition using percussion and 
glockenspiels.
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Year 3
Curriculum Overview ï Autumn 2

MathsWriting

Core Text: Varjak Paw by S. F. Said

This term in Year 3 Reading, pupils will 
immerse themselves in Varjak Paw, an 
engaging and imaginative novel that explores 
courage, identity, and belonging. Through this 
text, pupils will develop their understanding of 
character and plot, making predictions about 
events and drawing inferences about 
ĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖƚќШůŸƣŔƻĲƚШċŰĬШĲůŸƣŔŸŰƚЮШÑőĲǃШƽŔũũШ
identify how descriptive language and powerful 
vocabulary create atmosphere and tension, 
and they will practise retrieving key information 
to support their ideas.

Pupils develop fluency, comprehension, and a 
lifelong love of reading through carefully 
chosen, high-quality texts. This term, Year 3 
pupils will continue to read aloud daily, take 
part in vocabulary-rich discussions, and 
complete guided reading sessions that focus 
on the National Curriculum aims of inference, 
retrieval, explanation, and authorial intent.
Across Key Stage 2, pupils continue to build 
confidence and independence in reading 
through daily practice and exposure to 
ambitious, engaging language.

Reading
This term in Year 3 Maths, pupils will 
complete two main units: Addition and 
Subtraction  and Multiplication and 
Division .

In the first unit, pupils will refine their written 
methods for addition and subtraction, 
including the use of number lines with and 
without exchanges. They will estimate and 
check answers using the inverse and apply 
their knowledge to multi-step reasoning 
problems.

In the second unit, pupils will begin 
Multiplication and Division , exploring 
multiplication as repeated addition and 
division as grouping and sharing. They will 
focus on the 3, 4, and 8 times tables and learn 
how these patterns can be used to solve more 
complex problems.

This term, all Year 3 pupils will continue to 
follow the White Rose Maths curriculum, 
which develops fluency, reasoning, and 
problem-solving through small, progressive 
steps. Daily number practice will strengthen 
ƓƨƓŔũƚќШƖĲĦċũũШċŰĬШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊЯШőĲũƓŔŰŊШ
them to apply their skills confidently in both 
familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

This term in Year 3 Writing, pupils will complete 
two units: a narrative based on stories with a 
moral and an explanation text linked to 
Science.

fŰШƣőĲШŰċƖƖċƣŔƻĲШƨŰŔƣЯШƓƨƓŔũƚШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШ ĲƚŸƓќƚШ
fables and other traditional stories that teach a 
lesson. They study how authors convey 
messages through simple plots and strong 
characters. Pupils then plan and write a story 
with a clear moral, using descriptive language, 
dialogue, and varied sentence structures.

In the non-fiction unit, pupils write an 
explanation text linked to their Science topic, 
Cycles in Nature. They explain processes such 
as life cycles of a plant and seasonal cycles, 
using technical vocabulary, time connectives, 
and causal language (e.g. because, therefore, 
as a result).

Across both units, pupils continue developing 
spelling through Spelling Shed, focusing on 
patterns and Year 3 word lists. They also 
practise handwriting using Letterjoin to ensure 
fluent, joined, legible writing. These 
experiences help pupils write creatively and 
informatively, using language with growing 
precision and confidence.
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Cycles in Nature (Biology/Earth Science) : This 
term, children will explore cycles in nature, 
including how the seasons change as the Earth 
orbits the sun. They will study how plants grow 
and reproduce through different seasons and 
learn about animal life cycles, including frogs. 
Pupils will observe patterns in their 
environment and understand how seasonal 
changes affect both plants and animals.

This half term, children will learn about the 
interrelated dimensions of music: pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics, texture, tempo, and timbre. They 
will develop listening skills to identify these 
elements and apply their understanding through 
ensemble performance and composition using 
percussion and glockenspiels.

Ancient Egypt: This term, children will learn 
about Ancient Egypt, discovering how people 
lived along the River Nile and why it was vital 
for farming and survival. They will explore 
Egyptian society, religion, and beliefs about the 
afterlife, including the discovery of 
ÑƨƣċŰťőċůƨŰќƚШƣŸůĤШĤǃШcŸƽċƖĬШ9ċƖƣĲƖЮШÂƨƓŔũƚШ
will also study hieroglyphics and how 
ċƖĦőċĲŸũŸŊŔƚƣƚШƨƚĲШƣőĲůШƣŸШƨŰĦŸƻĲƖШEŊǃƓƣќƚШ
past.

Settlements : This term, children will study 
Settlements, learning that they are places 
where people live. They will explore different 
types of settlements including hamlets, 
villages, towns and cities and the features that 
make each unique. Pupils will compare rural 
and urban areas, investigate population 
density using maps, and design their own 
settlement based on geographical needs and 
resources.

The children will study Still Life and Form , exploring how 
artists use line, tone and colour to show three-
dimensional form in two-dimensional work. They will 
compare ancient and modern still life paintings, study 
~ŸƖċŰĬŔќƚШƓĲŰĦŔũШƣĲĦőŰŔƕƨĲƚЯШċŰĬШĲǂƓĲƖŔůĲŰƣШƽŔƣőШ
shading and cross-hatching. Pupils will then use oil 
pastels to layer colour from dark to light, creating their 
own still life inspired by Cezanne, Stubbs and Moser.

In this unit, pupils investigate what Christmas 
means to Christians today and explore how the 
festival is celebrated in different ways. They 
consider the balance between religious and 
commercial aspects of Christmas, reflecting on 
whether its true meaning has been 
overshadowed. Pupils develop an understanding 
of how faith and culture influence celebration.

Celebrating Difference:  In this unit, pupils 
explore the differences between families and 
learn how to manage conflict in positive ways. 
They learn about the impact of bullying, the 
importance of kindness and the power of 
words. Pupils also practise giving and receiving 
compliments to help build respect and self-
esteem. 

Stop-Frame Animation : In this unit, pupils 
learn how to create their own stop-frame 
animations by capturing and sequencing still 
images. They use digital tools to edit and refine 
their work, adding simple effects to tell a story. 
Pupils develop creativity, patience and 
problem-solving skills while exploring how 
digital technology brings stories to life.

This term, pupils will develop skills in TAG Rugby, 
learning to pass accurately, evade opponents, 
and work cooperatively as part of a team. They 
will apply these skills in small games that 
promote tactical thinking and fair play. In Dance, 
pupils will respond to a theme through structured 
movement, focusing on rhythm, formation, and 
expressive performance.
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